John Greiner Sr.

Born: January;1800
Alsace-Lorraine, France
Died: May 19, 1855
Wayne County, Michigan
Buried: Assumption Parish §
Conner’s Creek.
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Tradition says that Catherine was
descended from the House of Bourbon-
France. Her mother Odilia Bleichner i
(1773-1817) was sentenced at age 16 tobe =
guillotined for hiding a priest in a haystack i
and wouldn’t reveal his hiding place. This
was in 1794 when the French Revolution
was in full swing and many of the nobility
and clergy were losing their heads. The
young girl was saved when Robespierre, a
leader of the revolutionaries, was mur-
dered the night before her scheduled exe-
cution. After her release her family fled to
eastern France and it was here that the
Odilia met Monsieur Schable and married

Greiner
Family

Traditions

Reprinted from Art Fleming's 1983 manuscript
Greiner Family Genealogy; pgs. 6,7

ote:Interurban tracks arrived 1892 -

Catherine Schable

Born: 24 July 1800

Fleisheim, Alsace, France

Died: 10 January, 1887

Detroit, Michigan

Catherine was buried beside her
husband in January, 1887 in
Assumption Cemetery after
Solemn High Requiem Masses at
both St. Joseph’s in Detroit and at
Assumption Church, Conners Creek.

Catherine Schabel

Fr. Amandus Vandendriessche would erect a brick
church upon the site of the original log chapel on
the east side of Gratiot and Assumption Parish

+ became a reality. John Griener would write in a

~ letter to his son Andrew, 30 December 1852 (then
at Eagle River in the Upper Peninsula), “We cele-
brated Christmas in the new church. The church
is not quite finished and will not be dedicated until
spring.” John and Catherine would have a total of
12 children, two would die in infancy, and an-
other, Charly, died at 19 years. He was a seminar-
ian from Detroit's first Seminary of St. Thomas,
established by Bp. Peter Paul Lefevere. During
summer break he worked at a logging camp on
Saginaw Bay. He slipped on the logs and fell un-

him. They had eleven children — Catherine
among them.

John Greiner, a teacher, was chosen to be Catherine’s private tutor and,
when they fell in love and married in 1822, family tradition says that she re-
ceived three casks of gold as her dowry but she had to relinquish any future
considerations from family inheritance because she married beneath her social
status. Some of the older girls in the Greiner family remember seeing her lin-
ens which had the royal crest woven into the corners and also a blanket with a
large crown and French script woven into a corner. Catherine brought to
America a crucifix which her mother had in her prison cell in 1794. The cru-
cifix was the only consoling item she was allowed. The cross was made of
wood and had a 5 or 6 inch corpus made of ivory. Catherine separated the
corpus from the cross so that two of her children could have a momento of this
historic family relic. The whereabouts today of these pieces are unknown.

John and Catherine began their family in Fleisheim, Alsace-Lorraine,
France- five boys (and a baby girl who died). They decided to come to Amer-
ica when political upheavals showed up in France around 1830. They came to
Detroit, in Michigan Territory, in 1831 with their 5 boys, following many
others from both sides of the Rhine River who began to come the previous
year. Many of these settled on the Fort Gratiot Turnpike (now Gratiot Ave-
nue). An old map of the area shows the farms of many of the families that
inter-married with the Greiners: Diegels, Pulchers, Girards, Juifs, Schoenherrs
(Chaenhir), and Tromblys.

John Greiner purchased a plot of land, 87.73 acres, on 23rd of Septem-
ber 1833 (as recorded in Vol. 7 of Wayne County Land Records, 1827-1842),
from Jonathon Kearsley and his wife Rachel. Kearsley was a Major in the
War of 1812, and Mayor of Detroit in 1826 and 1829. John Greiner built a
large frame house upon this land, facing Gratiot, near the log cabin chapel.
Their home remained on this spot on Griener Avenue where it meets Gratiot
Avenue until about 1924 .The house was then moved about two blocks to a

Theater.

John and Catherine were staunch supporters of the Catholic community
which surrounded them and attended the occasional services in the log chapel
across the road from their home: St. Mary’s in the Woods. Otherwise they and
their neighbors went each Sunday to St. Anne’s or St. Mary's’ church in
Detroit which had been founded in 1835 for the influx of German-speaking
peoples into this part of the state. On the 22nd of April 1844, the Greiners

Roman Catholic Congregation in Hamtramck, and for no other purpose what-
soever, otherwise this Indenture will be null and void.” (Liber 24 of Deeds,

Page 38. Silas A. Bagg, Register.) The reference to “Hamtramck” is that this
section of Wayne County was part of newly formed Grosse Pointe Township.
It wasn’t until 1852 that a resident priest was to be appointed for the chapel .

! Dear Children,

d This is very likely the last time | will speak to you in this world. First of all | will give
4 you my last blessing
place on East McNichols Ave near Schoenherr to make room for the Romona p| many things. Children, all is vanity....I have lived now eighty four years, and what
4 would it profit me now, if | passed all riches and enjoyed all the luxuries of this

q world?
4 be obliged to give an account of all my doings and neglences. In such moments,

y dear children, the only consolation we have is in having fulfilled the commandments
4 of God and his holy Church. Now my dear children, | will raise over you my trem-

I bling hand to bless you all. My blessing would be this: Peace be with you, Peace with
4 yourselves, Peace with your Mother and, last but not least , Peace with your God. For
J this is the only thing that can make us happy in this world and in the next. This is my

deeded one acre of their property on the west side of Gratiot for “the use of the fj last will and testament to you my children. Praise be to Jesus, Mary, and Joseph

J | will send you one hundred dollars of my hard saved money which | hope will be a
j blessing to you all. From your loving mother; Catherine Greiner—C.C.G.

able to resurface. He is buried along with many

members of the 1st generation of Greiners in the Assumption Cemetery. His
tombstone reads: “Lord remember his soul, for thou visitest him early in the
morning, and thou provest him suddenly.” Job Chp. V11

John Greiner, the oldest son became one of the first teachers at Assumption
School around 1844. (Note: This is the earliest mention of the existence of the
school besides a mention of 1857 Pare’s History. The school John taught in
was probably the same log cabin that church services were held in from time
to time. The school likely continued in the log cabin after the 1852 church was
built until a new school house was built across Gratiot Avenue sometime in
the late 1850°s) Lrd/2007
The second oldest son, Nicholas, married Elizabeth Diegel in 1849. The cere-
mony was performed by Fr. Martin Kundig. Elizabeth was the daughter of
Ludwig Diegel and Mary Reichenbach. Mary was the youngest Neustadt,
brought to Detroit at 6 months. They would have 14 children of whom 6 died
in infancy. Fr. Amandus would stay at their home when he arrived at Connor’s
Creek until a rectory could be built for him. He would become for a time the
postmaster for Connor’s Creek or (Greinersville) until Michael Greiner, their
fourth son, would become a state senator; then the position of postmaster was
taken by him. Their sixth child, Joseph, was the first born in the United States.
in 1833 he married Appolonia Girard. They would have six children and their
sixth son, Amandus, was named for Fr. Amandus Vandendriessche.
Paraphrased from Art Fleming’s Manuscript Greiner Family History

Last Will and Testament

Mrs. Catherine (Schable ) Greiner
Mt. Clemens Mich. April 29th 1884
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If I had you before me | would like to tell you a great

l'am living helpless now in my bed and tomorrow | may be in eternity and

Amen.



