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The story behind the Grotto stone
Commemorating

Fr. Michael Edgar Evelyn Shawe
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( And the dedication of our first church on May 1, 1853

i Fr. Shawe was on his way to the dedication of our first church when

\ he was thrown from his carriage and suffered serious injuries which

) . caused his death. There is a large stone in the Grotto commemorating

} Fr. Shawe. After Fr. Gaberiel Richard, no other Catholic priest was

\ more loved and respected in Detroit than Fr. Shawe, whose history

was romance and who was of noble blood.

i At one point in his life after his mother’s death he was elected in the

\ noble military order of the Teutonic Knights of Germany. In order to

} become a Teutonic knight the postulant had to show his right to six-

} teen distinct quarterings of nobility in the heraldry of his country.

M : While commander of a squadron at Waterloo, before the battle ended
he was found on the bloody field with the dead and wounded piled upon him three deep. Rescued

t‘ with a faint spark of life, he was soon joined by his mother who spent three years nursing him back

Al to health before she died.

%] Fr. Shawe buried his mother in their family vault in Devonshire, England. He retired from Military life

[} determined to leave the world and become a priest. He entered the seminary in Paris where he

M remained until he received minor orders.

N Invited by Bishop Brute to the missions of Indiana he was ordained on March 12th 1837. At the
invitation of Fr. Sorin, founder of Notre Dame University, he became an English professor for a time

t‘ zlt the fledlg:glinghuniversity. Fr.DShawe spoke Engr:isr(;, Frencfh ra]md Gerrrr:an(.:I Later, witthr. Sr?rirll’s

] blessing, Fr. Shawe came to Detroit to resume the duties of the priesthood in a city where his lan-

¥] guage abilities were sorely needed. He was received into the Diocese of Detroit on February 1,

M 1848 and served for a few months in Trinity parish where he ministered to the English speaking
Catholics who were mostly Irish. When the first Cathedral of Detroit, St. Peter and Paul, was com-

A pleted he was assigned there as assistant with Fr. Farnan. With his background in education, Fr.

Rl Shawe was best equipped to help Bishop Lefevere in a period of stress and trial for the Catholics in

| Detroit. The Native American Party had just broken down only to prepare the way for the vicious

[}] Know Nothing movement in 1852. The Catholics of Detroit and Michigan were calumniated and

v abused in the daily press and were desperately in need of defense. Despite the turmoil, Bishop

Peter Paul Lefevere was launching his campaign to secure state aid for the parochial schools. Out

A of this crisis was born the Detroit Catholic Vindicator, whose first issue was on April 30, 1853, under

Rl the editorial guidance of Fr. Shawe. It was on this very day that Fr. Shawe suffered the serious

%| injuries from which he died ten days latter. The issue of Saturday May 14th would carry his obituary

¥ with the details on the accident that caused his death. Pare’s History pg. 684- 686

v Note: Fr Shawe after his arrival in Detroit in 1848 likely met and influenced Daniel Corby while at
Trinity Parish. Trinity Parish was Fr. Shawe’s first assignment after he was incardinated into the

A Detroit diocese. Daniel Corby was a founding member of our parish,who contributed to the

Al construction of the 1852 church. After Fr. Shawe’s accidental death in the spring of 1853, Daniel

x| was immediately moved to send three of his sons to Notre Dame in the Fall of that year. Fr. Sorin,

¥ the founder of Notre Dame, soon noticed a priestly vocation in Daniel’'s son William. He encour-

v aged him to enter the order of the Holy Cross. William continued on to the priesthood and was

appointed a chaplain in the Civil War. He would become well known for the general absolution he

k gave before the Battle at Gettysburg. After the Civil War Daniel would become president of Notre

Rl Dame University for two terms. The Corby family also helped Fr. Vandendriessche to build the

x| Grotto. There are three stones in the Grotto purchased by members of the Corby family. Lra2007

k
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The Detroit Catholic Vindicator, May 14, 1853

“In the discharge of the sad and melancholy duty, we have to announce to
our readers this week, the death of the Rev. Michael Edgar Evelyn
Shawe, the well known and respected Pastor of the Cathedral of this city,
and which occurred a few minutes past nine o’clock on the evening of
Tuesday, at the hospital of the Sisters of Charity.

On the 30th of April last, Fr. Shaw left this city in a carriage, to attend the
opening of the new church at Connor’s Creek where he was to have
officiated; but he had not gone beyond the limits of the city, before the
horse, alarmed at some object, took fright and ran off, breaking the
carriage and throwing the Reverend gentleman violently out on the road.
At the time he was not considered dangerously hurt; but it put a
termination to his eventful and well spent life.

Fr. Shawe was about sixty years of age. He was born in England, of a
highly respectable family, and in early life received a commission in the
British army and served with marked distinction in many of the sangui-
nary engagements that marked the Continental war. He was wounded at
the battle of Berge-op-zoom, and afterwards at Waterloo. Returning
home after the peace, he entered the Catholic College of Oscott, to
prepare for the duties of a more Godlike calling-that of a Catholic priest.

He came to this country with the late Bishop Brute, and for many years
officiated throughout Indiana, and proved a zealous and ardent mission-
ary in the advancement of religion in those, then thinly populated re-
gions. In many of the log-huts of the forest he had offered up the great
sacrifice of propitiation, where Mass had never been celebrated before.
And along the swamps of Wabash, he had brought the consolations of
religion to many who had not seen the face of a clergyman for years.

Fr. Shawe came to Detroit a number of years ago, and to his untiring zeal
and energy for the advancement of religion and the welfare of his people,
many of the present religious associations owe their origins and exis-
tence. To his paternal care, the Guild of St. Peter and Paul, and the
Guild of the Holy Trinity are indebted for formation and adoption of their
order; and had it been the will of God that he should have lived, this pa-
per, which was commenced under his editorial management, would have
received the benefit of his highly cultivated mind and extensive erudition.

During Fr. Shawe’s residence in this city he became endeared to all
classes of the community, and while his burning eloquence will long echo
in our ears, the recollection of his untiring zeal for our welfare calls us,
between sorrow for our loss and glad hope of his great gain, to utter the
last prayer for the faithful departed— "May He Rest in Peace.”

Rev. Michael Edgar Evelyn Shawe is buried in Mt. Elliot Cemetery,

Detroit. His tombstone bears a long inscription highlighting his life story.
Pare’s History pg. 686- 687

Note: Fr. Shawe was also one of 3 examiners who approved of the

ordination of Fr. Vandendriessche on December 21, 1850.
Grotto Archives #Ch010-1850





<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



