
Did you know that St. Augustine Schoeffler  has an 
ancestral link to our parish family through the 
Greiner family? He is a distant cousin of Catherine 
(Schable) Greiner, the wife of John Greiner. John 
and Catherine (Schable) Greiner  arrived from Al-
sace Lorraine, France around 1831.  The couple 
became successful landowners and would donate 
land for our parish in 1842.  (The story of the arrival 
of the Greiners to Connor’s Creek, also noteworthy, 
is noted on the other side).                                   

On September 24, 1857, Augustine Schoeffler would be declared ven-
erable by Pope Pius IX.  In 1880 Caroline (Schable) Corboral  visited  
Connor’s Creek from Paris to see her aunt, Catherine (Schable) 
Greiner.  During her visit Caroline told Catherine of their mutual cousin, 
Augustine Schoeffler, who had become a missionary and gone to 
Tonkin in Indo-China (today’s Vietnam) where he had been martyred in 
1851.  She presented her aunt a memorial card with a steel engraved 
picture of the martyr who had been declared “Venerable”  by Pope Pius 
IX on September 24th, 1857.   
     Around 1930, Art Fleming, who researched the genealogy of the 
Greiner family, discovered a book entitled “Heroes of the Mission 
Field” (printed by The Mission Press S.V.D., Techny,111.-1916). This 
book gave the lives of 12 famous missionaries and martyrs of the Asian 
area.  From the biography of Fr. Schoeffler in this book the following  
synopis was made by Mr. Fleming and was added to his manuscript 
genealogy of the Griener Family which he presented to our parish    
archives sometime in the early 1980’s.  
            “Fr. Augustine Schoeffler was born on November 22, 1822 at 
Mittelbronn, in the Diocese of Nancy in Lorraine France.  From his ear-
liest youth he had shown a desire to enter the priesthood so he began 
his studies in the minor seminary at Pont a Mousson.  At the age of 20 
he entered the Grand Seminary of Nancy and it was while there that 
his goal to enter the priesthood received a higher calling to commit 
himself for the salvation of souls in heathen lands.  Heretofore, his par-
ents had joyfully looked for their son to be 
a priest but the new sacrifice demanded of 
them startled them.  They, as well as 
friends and other relatives, opposed the 
resolution of the young seminarian.  He, 
however, soon overcame the opposition of 
his parents and entered the “Foreign Mis-
sion Seminary” at Paris in 1846.  Here, in 
the chapel of the seminary at 128 Rue du 
Rue,  Augustine was ordained on June 23, 
1847. Tonkin (now part of the northern 
area of Vietnam) was the mission most 
ardently coveted by the young missionary 
as it was then exposed to a cruel persecu-
tion.  Indeed his desires were to be realized; his mission had been 
fixed for Tonkin.   
      “On August 1,1847 Fr. Schoeffler left Paris to embark at Antwerp.  
In the early part of 1848 we find him at Hong Kong and after a prepara-
tion of several months for his mission, he arrived at La-Fu, a Christian 
parish  close to the frontier of Tonkin.  So great was the zeal with which 
he devoted himself to the Annamite language, that in five months he 
was able not only to hear the confessions of his congregation but also 
to give instructions to them. In October of 1849 he set out for the prov-
ince of Sudoa, which was to be his district. 
     “Toward the end of February in 1851 Father Schoeffler received a 
letter from his bishop, Msgr. Retord, announcing the Jubilee and he 
redoubled his exertions traveling to the parishes higher up in the coun-
try.”  (Note: during this period on the other side of the ocean John and 
Catherine Schable Greiner, relatives of the missionary priest, would be 
helping Fr. Vandendriessche to build our second church after he ar-
rived at Connor’s Creek in 1851). “ Fr. Schoeffler’s visitations of par-
ishes would bring him to areas  infested by rebels and pirates.  A spe-
cial force of police had also been placed  in the district to suppress the 
new religion.  Fr. Schoeffler was betrayed to the leader of  these       
soldiers.  He was  secretly denounced and delivered into the hands of 
the spies.  His betrayer offered himself as a guide. 

The way leading from  Bono to the next Christian village was along the 
mountainous region.  Here the spies were hidden; and when a native 
priest went ahead with two disciples – acting as scouts – they were 
seized and arrested, as likewise our missionary who followed with his 
catechist and a few Christians among these the traitor who betrayed 
him. Father Schoeffler was taken to Sontay and interrogated and at last 
invited to apostatize.  Again, on the 5th of March, after he refused to 
trample on the cross, he was sentenced to death.  This sentence had 
first to be confirmed by the king at Hue, which  he finally did on 11th of 
April, declaring that ‘Augustine Schoeffler  be beheaded immediately’  
The chief mandarin who came to visit him several times greatly        
admired his joyful spirit of sacrifice and repeatedly gave expression of 
his sentiments of respect and esteem for Fr. Schoeffler.   
     “The final hour had arrived in Mary’s month on the 1st of May, 1851.  
Fr. Schoeffler saw his day of triumph.  Toward noon the chief mandarin 
ordered out two detachments of soldiers and a  number of elephants 
for himself and his escort.  When they reached the place of execution 
the martyr knelt and offered with great fervor the sacrifice of his life  
taking into his hand the little crucifix which he wore and kissing it three 
times with great emotion, he took off his tunic and turned his shirt down 
from his shoulders raising his eyes to heaven he said to the execu-
tioner; “Do quickly  what you have to do.”  The ‘Sentence of Death’ 
was  painted on  a board about 4 x 36 inches in size – and  implanted 
into the ground near him.  The wording gives the full condemnation on 
one side: ‘In spite of the prohibitions of the religion of Jes us, 
Augustine, a European priest, has dared to come by stealth into 
the kingdom to preach it and to deceive the people.  He is con-
demned to be beheaded and his head to be thrown int o the water.’  
At the given signal the hand of the executioner trembled so that three 
strokes of the sword were needed to sever the head.  Immediately the 
multitude, Christians and pagan alike, vied with one another in obtain-
ing some remembrance of him; parts of his garments, his turban, even 
of the rope which had bound his hands. Christians soaked their hand-
kerchiefs in the martyr’s blood and even pulled up the blood – steeped 

grass. Meanwhile the executioner had seized 
the head to throw it into the river and had to 
take a boat out into the middle of the stream 
where he tossed it into the water.   All efforts to 
recover it were in vain.  The body of the con-
fessor was buried near the place where he 
died and guarded by soldiers for the rest of that 
day and the following night.  On the night of 
second of May after the guard was withdrawn, 
a pious Christian was able to disinter the relics 
and carried them secretly to a neighboring vil-
lage.  There they were buried with proper so-
lemnity.” 
         

How moving is the witness of  Fr. Augustine Schoeffler!  His martyrdom 
reflected in so many ways the death of our Lord.  He would receive  the 
honors of the altar when he was beatified at St. Peter’s in Rome on 
May 7, 1900 by Pope Leo XIII.  In June of 1988 Pope John Paul II fi-
nally canonized him. 
       Mr. Joseph Greiner visited our parish during our 2007Jubilee cele-
brations and provided additional documentation that he acquired on the 
Greiners and Fr. Augustine Schoeffler  from  the late Art Fleming. We 
hope someday to publish a small booklet on this saint who has an an-
cestral link to our parish. The night before his execution, Fr. Schoeffler 
wrote a very lengthy letter addressed to the people of Lorainne and “all 
the distant readers whom he does not know but loves.”  These readers 
could very well be ourselves! He writes: “The miles and generations 
which distance us from one another cannot separate us. I am of your 
race, your blood, molded like you from the soil and the toil of old 
Lorraine. I am one of yours, I am your brother.”   The Jubilee Commit-
tee is happy to introduce St Augustine Schoeffler to the parish near the 
Feast of All Saints during our  175th Jubilee Year. The committee is 
working on obtaining his relic from Rome and hopes to acquire it before 
the end of  the year. A new intercessor for the parish: St. Augustine 
Schoeffler, ora pro nobis��������� �
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